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and the gas lit. Hanging about a staircase
or passage while someone hunts for the janitor
or the key leads to profanity.
" Don't go up to the speaker at the close,
with a look as if you had designs upon his
watch and enquire what his expenses will be,
especially if he has agreed with you before-
hand."
The antiquated ceremonial of Parliament
amused him immensely. He described once a
visit to the House of Lords :
" Their lordships were at prayers when we
arrived and we had to wait outside till they had
finished. On being admitted we found seven
Peers present, the Chancellor on the Woolsack,
and the Clerks at the table.
"One of the Clerks rose solemnly and mum-
bled something which nobody could hear;
then a noble Lord, moved by a sudden impulse,
rose in his place, but sat down again without
uttering a sound, though he looked about him
in a dazed, bewildered fashion.
" Then the Chancellor shifted his position
a bit, and the Clerk mumbled something else,
whereupon the Chancellor edged back to his
place.
" Thus was the dumb show continued for
exactly seven minutes, when their Lordships,
thoroughly exhausted with their labours, rose
for the day. They had passed four Bills, either
through Committee or through a Second or
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